er of the 


hich was Read in 


HOUSE oc 


Together with the 


Lord Treaſurers Speech in the Honſe of Peers, 1 
an Impeachment of High Treaſon, &c. brough 
againſt his Lordſhip by the Houſe of Commons , 

»cember 23. 1698, 
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=2 Have not had the Hononr of any from your Lordſhip, in An# , 

ſwer to all thoſe, wherein | gave you the beſt account T coulf 

Ni of matters here,by the Expreſs | ſent.. Nor indeed could 1 &} | 
$y pect his Majeſtie could take any ſudden reſolution in matte? 


+208. 
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_ 
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AY of lo great moment, bl 


2. 


The occafionot my giving. you this tr ouble, is, to give ya 
the beſt light 1 can into the reaſon of Mr,/e Ruvigny $:SOns journey into By: = 


meaſures at Court, if they ſhall prove diſagreeable here: whiltMr, Barilk ſaye 
goes on in his ſmooth civil way, | 4 
TI thought it my duty to;his M;jeſtie,to give your Lordſhip this accoutbeſo 
though I have not explained this matter ſo much in my letter to the Sectipoy | 
tary3 wherefore I hope you will let this be ſeen by none but his 2ajeſtifler t| 
What I know farther of rhis,or any thirgelſe, you ſhall always be acqualz 1f 
|. ted with, . Theyare herein great pain, tillit be known what will becantey,t 
| of the Parliameot,and Co not (tick to ſay, if that be put off for a montlQur 4 


they doubt not of a Peace. I am with all reſpe&, | tdowa 
My Ler d, 4 T7 5 


Tour Lordſhips moſt. obedient and humble Servant, © Tk 
| R, Montagu, + 


Mr, MONTAGU» Second Letter. 


PARIS, ji, 18, 1677 1 
Ad. 9: Laxd, | 


| y 24 
4 g Ince l ſealed up my letter, by my Lord Dazrble- e have had one with i Ho 
. that is very exactiy, as can be, inform d gf au cuing: here , aud MB tha 

told me the reaſonef Ruvigny > Jouruey, | 
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 Hischief Errand is, to let the King know, that the King of Frawce 01d® 
* hope he was ſo firm to him, as not to be led away by the Grand Treaſurers 
$ who was anambitious man,and,to keep himſelf well with the peopie, would 
| gratifie their inclinations by leading his Maſter unto an. unreaſonable War a * 
® galoſt France, That as for money,if ke wanted it,he ſhould have what he 
©. would from hence, Y © ©" > 5 
” His foftruQtions are, if this does not take,by the means of ill, Ruſſel, and * 
* otherdiſcontented people, togive a great deal cf money, and croſs all your 
= meaſures at Court; = 
> Whenhegivesyou his Fathers letter of recomm.endation, you cannot chuſe : 
8” but be very kind to him, fince the chief part of his Journey 15 to do you ſo 3 
= good offices, Ay Lord, if 1 might be worthy to give my advice, who ſee © 
= chings upon the place,there could be nothing better done, then after he hath 
been two days in Baglerd, for the King to give you order to tell Monſieur 
Se arillon, that he knows Rwvigny hath a relation and commerce with people ill 
Watfeted tothe Government 3 and would be therefore glad to have himretiree 
JzYoucannot imagine how it would damp them here, when they ſhall ſee. 
heir little tricks do not paſs upon us, | E: ry 
And 01d Auvigny, that values himſelf upon knowing England, and having 
Waved fo much money as he had (by what1told you formerly) order to | 
give, hath given it them for a maxim, That they muſt diminiſh your credit  } 
fore they can do any good in Ewgland. But firce their chief quarrel to E 
you 15, the beiog ſo true to your Maſters intereſt, 1 am ſureheis too juſt to } 
ct them do you any hurt, Y 
2 Ifthe Kingisfor a War, you know what to do; if he hearkens to their moz 


calBey,be pleaſed tolet me know what they offer, and | dare anſwer, to get 3 
MM Gur Maſter, as much again : for Barillon's orders are to make the market as © 3 


was he can, 1am, eFc. Rs, Montag 


3 T he Lord Treaſurers SPEECH 3s the Houſe of Peers 
upon an Impeachment of High Treaſon, &c. brovght 

' UP againſt bis Lordſhip by tbe Houſe of Commons, Dec. 
2 Hy Loras, i Y 
a | ops you will not enter upon any other buſineſs before you hare given 7} 
d Sl that liberty to we, which is the priviledge of every Peer, tobe heard upon: 4 
[1 | A 2 -—-— 
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Fay action that is brought :agaioſt him, though of far leſs moment thifs ; 
F what hath been newly read againſt my ſelf. | ; AM « 
”  Lconfef I ſhould have heard this charge with horrour,if the matter ofty 
bid been true 3 but | thank, God, | kaow my innocency to be fo great, that 
* It protets me from all {rt of fear bat that of lying under fo black a Charg F? 
| ter : as may be believed by thoſe that cannot hear my. defence 3. though|Þ 
hwethe confidence to think that it is not truly believed 10 the hearts g 
the: greateſt part of thoſe that have been informed againſt me, 2 4; 
| muſt needsconfeſs that I thought my ſelf the laſt man 1n this. Kingdoy? yy 
that ſhould.ever have been indanger of b:ing accuſed for Treaſon, beeauls 
Lknow noman that abhors.it more, and that would purfue it more vigorowy 
| ly than wy ſelf, againſt any that ſhould be guiity of it. Nay to ſuch a d w 
gee ismy deteſtation of that crime, that werel ſure the deareſt Child? th 
have were guilty of it, | would willingly be his Execationer, © is 


og 
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=, 
f 
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| MyLords, | know this 16 not the time fur me toenter regularly upong; 
| * defence; becauſe] know your Lordſhips. will ficſt order meaCopy ofa; 
| Change, andappoiat me a time for my viadicationz when | daubt:not bart 
doit to the full ſatisfaction of your Lordſhips. and ofall the World, lntlt 
meantime] will enly beg leave to obſerve to. your Lordſhips, that this thi 
Articles in this. Charge which can ſeem to have any thing of Treaſon tha; be 
| have their-anſwer ſo obvious, that there 1s very little in them which-mayw ka, 
{ be anſwered:/by many others as well as. my: ſelf, and fume of them by ewFhez 
| manin the Kingdom, | | #An 
» Thefirſt, which is the aſſuming Regal Power | confeſs 1 do not undifiwhi 
ſeand; having never in my life done any thing of great moment, either {2diſ 
howe, or relating to Foreign-matters, for which ] have not always had {Cov 


- Majeſties Command. Aad although ] am far from having-been the audive 


cautious: man,in taking care for my own ſecurity, { which perhaps my geahave 
Innocence hath been the cauſe of ) yet | have nor been > wanting of cohe | 
monpprudence ,as 1a the moſt matterial Things not ta have had His Mifvith 
fries Orders and directions under His own Hand, and particalarly fortlhe | 
ktters now made uſe of agaiofe me, '* _ . Who 

The ſecond. | think dath fcarce.need my giving any. anſwer to 5.ic beifdedt 
obvious, that the Army was no*more raiſed by me, thn by every LordiOf pr 
this houſe: And whoever is in that Station which | hc1-2, muſt certainlyt , Fo 
Eool, todefireany thing which creates a want of money, eſpecially ſo gaff&od 
anne, as the Charge cf an Ar Ty muſt nec ſ{uilyand mmediately-7rod "ole 
|  4ad for que art ct the Ariicle concerning the Pay-maſter cf the qrmy Wat a 
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| #«in fat otherwiſe; for ſecurity from the P 
Gun of four hundred thouſand pounds. —_— 
© The third is of the fame nature with the firſt, and comes from the ſame? 
5 foundation , which is , what a Gentlemanhath thought fit co produce to the * 
# touſe of Commons, 7 will not now cenſure his ation , I thiak it will do. : 
IF cocugh for its ſelf 5 7 will onely ſay, that although I rake it for ove of the * 
[7 oreateft misfortunes which can befall a man, to lie under ſuch a charge of * 
* the Houſe of commons , yet 7 would much ſooner choofe to be under that. 
a unbapineſs , than under his circumſtances, | | 
© Thefourth Aiticle ts not onely fal'e in every part of it , but ic is not pp- 
* ſible to believe it true , without my being the greateſt foo] on Eaith, as 
4 well as tHe blackeſt Villain. For were I capable cf ſuch a wickedneſs, yet 
Z the more wicked any man is, the more he 1s carried to hisown interelt ; and; 
Z is it poſſible any thing under Heaven can agree leſs with my intereſt , than 
© the deſtruftion of this Kiog 2 Canl poſhibly hope to be better thanl am 2 an41 
2 is it not apparent, that there is not one man living , whoſe happineſs des 
(3 pends fo. much as mine up2n the preſervation of tis Perſon 2 w 
rd} My Lords, | know there isnot a man in the world, thatcan in his keart 
bd; think me guilty of that part of the Article, it { ſhoyld ſay nothing 16 jt. Bur * 
ha beſides, I was ſo far from concealing this b:1ſh Plot , that it is natorioufly - 7 
ye known, His Majeſty fent me the firft notice of it,together with foriy three 7 
a heads of the information , before] knew a ſy! :ableof it from any body eſe ; 
#And it hath been own'd at the Bar ofthe Houſe of Commons by him, ( from ? 
whom onely 7 had the Tatelligence ) that lie had alithe encouragement 8 ? 
er.{3diſpatch from me that'] could give him- Beſides, whenit was diſcloſed tothe } 
dfCouncil-Board,he told ſome of theClerks of the Counci',fas he had done ms © 
n{&dIvers times before) that it wou'd hive been much better, aad more would 4 
ve been diſcovered, if it had been longer kept private. Beſides this, Thad: 3 
co he fortune to be particularly inftrumenta) in ſei5ng Afr, Colewar's papers,. _ Þ 
Mieawithout. which. carc, theie h»d not one of them appear'd, and conſequently 1 
ortj3be beſt and mofi material Evidence which is yet of rhe Plot, had been. 
holly wanting... And certainly this is the firſt rime thar any man wasaceus 2} 
beiJed to be the concealer of that PJot , whereof he hath been a principal mexas © 
ordiÞt procuring the diſcovery, © © | 2 
'y bi For that part of the Article that ſays, I am Popiſhly aff Qed, 1 thank ? 
one8&0d ,thar the cortrary is ſo known to a!l the world , that even ſome of 3 
odFole that Voted zpaioſt me , did cwn their knowledge of the filtity of 
nypFat allegation 3 and | hope I have throvgh my. whole liſe gizen ſo goed 3 
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7 teſtimony of my Religion, both in my own Family , and by my Services » 
” the Chnich,{ whenxcver it hath Jain in my power ) that ſhall not egy en 
| much vindication in that particular - and I hope your Lordſhips will ly & 
” give me my weakneſs, intelling you , that 7 have a yonger Son 10 che Hou: . 
of Commons, whomT ſhall loye the better fo long as 1 live , for moving ; 
have that pait of th2 Articleto ſtand againſt me,that by that paternit mig - 
_appear,with what ſort of zealthe whole hath beencarried to my prejudk 6 
* The fifth Article wil], upon ex2mination , appear to be as 11! ground 
as any of the reſt; and 7 am ſorry 1 am able to give one reaſon , Wil " 
1s, that I have known no Treaſure in my time to waſte , having catred , iy 
on an empty Treaſury, and never ſeen one farthipg given to His Maja a 
:C in almoſt fix years ) that hath'not been appropriated to particular uſes ; 
ltritly ſo applied by me, as the Ats have direfted, And there hath i _ 
been one of thofe Aids which , in ſtead of giving the King Money , bu 
not coſt him more out of his own Purſe, to the ſameuſes , as doth app. : 
by the larger dimenfjons of the new Ships , and ſo in other things : 108" © 
much that 7 take upon me the vanity to ſay , that by the payments I nag © 
made to the Navy and Scamen , bey nd former times; the paying off iff 
greateſt part of the Debt which was ſtopt in the Exchequer before my tin --" 
_ by my own punQuality in the courſe of payments, and by other thing 
_ which Tam able to ſhew , 1doubt not 'but to appear meritorious in ſteady : * 
"being Criminal upon that Article, ' TE 
As to theſixth Artiele , which mentions my great Getting, Icannot del, . 
"but that 7 ſerve a Maſter, whoſe goodneſs & Bounty hath been a gn 
| deal more to me than have deſerved,and to whom | can never pay Gn, 

| tude enough by all the Services of wy Jife.But when the particulars of th, . 

 .gettings ſhall appear, it will be found very contrary to what is ſuggelf 

| - abroad 3 and that in near fix years time in this Great place, I have! 

{ got halfthat, which many others have got inleſſer places in haif that tin 
And fromthe examination of this, which 1 defire may be ſeen, there) 
ariſe matter toaceuſe my prudence in not having done'for my Family wif 

juſtly 1 might, but nothing to arraiga eirker my honour, ay conſcieny 
or my faichfull Service to the Crown, | +* 
. My Lords,ifmy obedience to the King ſhall not be my crime,1 chink 
thing elſe will ſtick upon me from theſe Articles : For my owa heart flatly, ; 
me to believe that 7 have done nothing but as a true Proteſtant , al 
-faithful ſervant both to my King and Conntrey, Nay, | am as confident, 
that now ) ſpeak, that had 1 either been a Papiſt or friend to the Frend 
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had not been now accuſed, For | have reaſon to believe that the principal % 
informer-of the Houſe of Commons hath been affiſted by French advic: to. * 
Sthis accuſation 3and if the Gentleman were as juſt to produce all he knows 
Wfor me, as he hath been malicious to ſhew what may be lyable to miſconſtru- 
Ktion againſt me, or rather againſt the King ( as indeed it is Jno man could. 
48V indicate me more than himfelf,, Under whoſe hand 1 have to ſhew,, how 
*Dpreat an Enemy to Fraxcel am thought , how much1 might have had tohave 
iÞcen otherwiſe, and what he himſelf might have had for getting me to take 
St, But i do not wonder this Gentleman will do me no right , when he 
"Woes not think fit to do it to his Majeſtie ( upon whom chiefly this matter 
uſt reflet, ) Although he knows , as will appear under his hand , that 
She greateſt invitations to his Majeſtic for having money from France , have 
"Fecn made by himſelf ; that. if his Majettie would have been: tempted for 
Spovey, he might have fold Towns for as much as it they had been his 
vn, and the money have b:en conveyed as privatelyas he pleaſed z That 
is Majeſtic might have made matches with France if h2 would have con- 
FWoced togivethem Towns; and yet, that the King hath always ſcozned to 
7 1dthe meaneſt village, that was not agreed to by the Spaniard and Hols 
; Wnder, That Gentleman hath often pretended how much his own intereſt 
h France was diminiſhed , only by.being thought my frie::d, And beſides die 
FEric other inſtances | have under his hand to ſhew the malice of the frexeb 
" F«urt apainſt me, 1 ſent two of his Letters to the Houſe of Commons, 
1 1chſhew how Vounſieur Rxvigey was ſent hither on purpoſe to ruine me3 
Wbich | am we'l aſluredat this time they would rather ſee , than of any one 
L ;an in Exg/avd. 'eſfides what that Gentleman could fay of this Kind , (if 
rh ' leaſed 1 Ihope his Majeſtie will give me leave(in my defence ) to fay 
of his preſence and in the hearing.of diverſe Lords, with whom Ihave the 
pol nour to fit in the Committee of Foreign Affairs, that , which were it not 
e, lits Majeſty muſt think me the impudenteſt and worſt of men to affirm 
Wore him , that ever ſince I h+d the H-nour to lerve bis Majeſty to this 
WJ , | have delivered it as my conſtant opninion, that Fraxce was the worſt 
Tereſt his Majeſiy. could embrice , and thar they were the Nation in the_ 
forid from whom 1 did 1 1;-ve he ought to apprehend the greateſt danger; 
d who have boh his Pert.u and Govern ent under the laſt depree- of 
ntewpt, For which reſi; acc C were there no other 51 would never: 
Bviſe hi. Majeſty to truſt to thr 1: jen ſhip. 
Ay Lords, tis my g-cat hap 1: f,, thi your Lerdſhips are my Jadges -- 
Wole wid mand Juice ++ 6 gre+/, | hat you will both diſcernthe cruth 
4F*hc Evidence when ut 11.4 /i umn betore you, and in che mean time a_ 43 
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” *rtey are called. For this reaſon this houſe hath wiſely provided to haye 
” "{ ecii] matterbefore them , to theend they be ſarrfied whether the chi 
> have its right denomination ; for ethetwile i were to no purpoſe to 
-. ſpecial matter unfeſs it were to ſee whether the ſpecial matter alleapy 
"what it is called, As for exatple,if a man were accuſed for having Trill 
"rouſly paſſed the Ri er in a pair of Oars , this is ſpecial matter , and! 
"Jed Treaſon by interting the word Frinterouſly 3 yet your Lordſhips wil 


| 


Fl 


"not therefore proceed as taking it for Treaſon. $0 in this caſe 1 bey 
your Lordſhips ſakes as we!las my own, that you will pleaſe to uſe tha 
*riot which will be neceflary for -all your Lordſhips fafty and feats 
Houſe: For 1 beſeech your Lordſhips to confider, whither ſuch a prei# 
may go hereafter? 'What the Honſe of Commons may do. in ſucha 
there is co Queſtion but his Majeſty may do the ſame by his Attorney 
: what either of them may do againſt one Lord, they may do againſt nh) 
(and we haveſeen it done inour days againſt all the Piſhops at once,)W 
© '1t not very precaizoully then, that your Lodſhipshold your ſeats here,j 
by either of theſe ways, as many of your Lordfſhips as for atims it might 
-”- , convenient to remove, ſhoyld be at the mercy of having a thing called 
-” fon, whether ir beſo or nv, '> 
© © Truly, my Lords, I have reafonto believe that in the Houſe of Codd 
” the watter ofmy Charge( if proved ) was notthuught to amouht t of 
-- ſoneither by Statute or Common Law 3 andl hope your Lordſhips hat 
© lad an example in your memary ever to affiſt the makiog of Treaſon by 
 -- mulation, | 1 
; I (hould therefore not only wrong my own innocence, but the f 
- thePeers, to ſubmit to arſwer matters of miſdemeanors, as a Crifl 
 Trealon, | | | 
'  MyLords, Iwonder not at the malicious proſecution of tholifi 
w.uld have nie taken for what they trulyare, For 7 ain well afluceli 
neither the French take me to be oftheir intereſt, nor :ithe Papiſts ti 
- their Religion: But 1 am troubled to fall under ſo ſever a Cenſure 
_ Houſe of &ommons, although I cannot blame them, but wy accultli 
' have wrongfully ſo informed them. p | 
My Lords, 1 wil conciude with this comfort, that t do not in the 
' prtherd the matter of my Charge under the ſecurity of your Lordll 
{tice 3 and will therefore trouble your Lordfhips no longer at this tidlf 
.* ., Ouiy tO pray your Dicect.ons, wactkerl am to withdraw; which 1 ſhall readily 
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